
One of the most selective academic institutions in the nation, Barnard is devoted to 

empowering young women to pursue their passions.

Mission Statement

Barnard College aims to provide the highest-quality liberal arts education to promising and 

high-achieving young women, offering the unparalleled advantages of an outstanding 

residential college in partnership with a major research university (/boldly-barnard/columbia-

university). With a dedicated faculty of scholars distinguished in their respective fields, 

Barnard is a community of accessible teachers and engaged students who participate 

together in intellectual risk-taking and discovery. Barnard students develop the intellectual 

resources to take advantage of opportunities as new fields, new ideas, and new technologies 

emerge. They graduate prepared to lead lives that are professionally satisfying and successful, 

personally fulfilling, and enriched by a love of learning.

As a college for women, Barnard embraces its responsibility to address issues of gender in all 

of their complexity and urgency and to help students achieve the personal strength that will 

enable them to meet the challenges they will encounter throughout their lives. Located in the 

cosmopolitan environment of New York City and committed to diversity in its student body, 

faculty, and staff, Barnard prepares its graduates to flourish in different cultural surroundings 

in an increasingly interconnected world.

The Barnard community thrives on high expectations. By setting rigorous academic standards 

and giving students the support they need to meet those standards, Barnard enables them to 

discover their own capabilities. Living and learning in this unique environment, Barnard 

students become agile, resilient, responsible, and creative, prepared to lead and serve their 

society.

BARNARD COLLEGE

https://barnard.edu/boldly-barnard/columbia-university


Visiting Students
Undergraduate degree candidates at other colleges who have

completed at least one year of college by the date of enrollment

may apply for admission as visiting students for one or two

semesters. If this does not describe you, you may be eligible

for first-year admission or transfer admission.

Visiting students love spending time at Barnard for much the

same reasons as their degree-seeking peers. They join a small

community within a large university and city and are able to

choose from more than 3,000 classes. In addition, they reap all

the benefits of being in a dynamic urban setting, including

internships, co-curricular activities, or simply taking a bite of the

Big Apple.

Application Deadlines: Fall and Spring

Admission

Barnard allows visiting students to apply for entry either in our

Fall or Spring Terms. The required application materials are the

same regardless of the entry term for which students apply.

Fall Term Admission

https://barnard.edu/admissions/first-year-applicants
https://barnard.edu/admissions/transfer-applicants


Students applying for Fall Term admission will begin their time

as a Barnard student in September.

Application Deadline: March 1

Mid-Term Report Deadline: April 1

Rolling Notification: After May 1

Spring Term Admission

Students applying for Spring Term admission will begin their

time as a Barnard student in January.

Application Deadline: November 1

Mid-Term Report Deadline: November 15

Rolling Notification: After December 1

Application Materials

Required Application Materials

Common Application: The Common App will include

personal information such as the school you attend, your

extracurricular activities, and your college classes. It will

also include the personal statement that will be sent to

each school you apply to on each platform.

http://www.commonapp.org/


Barnard Writing Supplement: This will be submitted

along with your Common App. Supplemental essay

questions may change from year to year and will become

available each year in summer. The supplemental essay

questions for Spring 2021 and Fall 2021 admission are:

 What factors encouraged your decision to apply to

Barnard College and why do you think Barnard would

be a good match for you?

 If you could plan and lead a semester-long college

seminar, what academic topic would you choose and

why?

$75 non-refundable application fee or fee waiver

request: Application fees are submitted through the

Common App.

Official college transcripts: Please use the Common App

to request that your college send us your official transcript.

If you have attended multiple colleges, official transcripts

must be sent from each college.



College Report: This is a form that you can request

through the Common App. It must be completed by the

Registrar or Dean's Office at the college in which you are

currently enrolled. The person who completes this form

must have access to your overall academic record.

Official SAT or ACT scores: For information about how

test scores are evaluated, score choice, and more, please

view Barnard's standardized testing policies. Please note

that students applying for Spring or Fall 2021 do not need

to submit the SAT or ACT in accordance with our

temporary test-optional policy. For more information,

please see our Temporary Test-Optional FAQ page. For

applicants applying for Spring 2022 and beyond, we will

still require official SAT or ACT scores regardless of the

number of college credits earned or years since high

school. In addition to sending official test scores, we

recommend that you indicate your unofficial test scores by

uploading a screenshot of your score report(s) to your

https://barnard.edu/admissions/testing
https://barnard.edu/temporary-test-optional-policy-faq


preferred application platform. This will ensure a timely

processing of your application.

One academic letter of recommendation: We require one

letter of recommendation from a professor who has taught

you in an academic class within the last year.

Mid-Term Report: Please use this form to submit grades

from each instructor for all college courses in progress at

the time of application. For students applying for Spring

Term entry, Mid-Term Reports are due on November 15.

For students applying for Fall Term entry, Mid-Term

Reports are due on April 1. If your school is on a quarter or

trimester system, please submit the grades you received

for the most recent term. If you are not currently attending

college, you do not need to submit this form.

Official TOEFL, IELTS, or Duolingo English Test Scores: In

addition to SAT/ACT requirements, TOEFL/IELTS/DET scores



are required for students whose primary language is not

English or who do not study in a school where English is

the primary language of instruction. Please visit

our International Applicants webpage to learn more about

our English Language Proficiency requirements and to see

if you are eligible for a waiver.

Visiting International Students Program

Barnard created the Visiting International Students Program

(VISP) for the Spring semester as part of the College’s broad

initiative to internationalize its campus. Through a limited

number of collaborative relationships with international

universities, our partners send cohorts of 3-15 undergraduate

students to Barnard to spend the Spring semester as full-time

visiting students in residence.

As part of Barnard College’s broad initiative to internationalize its

campus, the College has created the Visiting International

Students Program (VISP) for spring semesters in residence at our

campus in New York City. Through a limited number of

collaborative relationships with international universities, our

partners send cohorts of 3-12 undergraduate students to

https://barnard.edu/admissions/internationalstudents
https://barnard.edu/visiting-international-students-programs
https://barnard.edu/visiting-international-students-programs


Barnard to spend the spring semester as full-time visiting

students. VISP students are fully integrated into the Barnard

College academic and co-curricular community, gaining a broad

understanding of how liberal arts institutions in the United

States function, exploring the American model of undergraduate

education, and studying and researching with Barnard and

Columbia University’s world-class faculty, while also contributing

to the internationalization of the student body.

Why Barnard? Why New York?

On November 22, 1890 in commemoration of Barnard’s first

anniversary, Columbia President Seth Low made the following

commentary in the New York Times:

“Part of one's education is in the atmosphere of the place in

which he studies,” he said, “and no one can be indifferent to

the inspiration which comes from the full life of a great

community like New York.”

By immersing visiting international students into life at Barnard,

at Columbia, and in New York City, we hope to inspire them, as

well as our own students, and to encourage our students as well

as those from all partner institutions to "flourish in different



cultural surroundings in an increasingly inter-connected world."

(From Barnard's mission statement)

In the words of Lisa de Waal, a VISP student from the

University of Cape Town, Spring 2011:

"From E.B. White’s love letter to New York, called Here is New

York:

'There are roughly three New Yorks. There is, first, the New York

of the man or woman who was born here, who takes the city for

granted and accepts its size and its turbulence as natural and

inevitable. Second, there is the New York of the commuter – the

city that is devoured by locusts each day and spat out each night.

Third, there is the New York of the person who was born

somewhere else and came in quest of something. Of these three

trembling cities the greatest is the last – the city of final

destination, the city that is a goal.'

Now, we belong to the third kind of New York ‘settler’. Each and

every one of us came here with personal goals that we hoped to

achieve and with dreams of what this city had in store for us. We

can proudly say that we’ve braved the icy cold New York winter;

we’ve mastered the art of hailing a cab, catching a bus, and



navigating the subway system; and we’ve slaved over numerous

papers, but above all, we’ve truly given this experience, this

incredible opportunity, all we’ve got - which I think is the

greatest achievement of all."

Apply for visp

The Visiting International Student Program is open only to students who are

nominated by our partner

Beijing Foreign Studies University

Beijing Normal University

China Foreign Affairs University

Collegio Nuovo, Università di Pavia

Ewha Woman's University

SciencesPo

Shanghai International Studies University

Trinity College Dublin

Universitat Pompeu Fabra

University of Copenhagen in partnership with the Danish Institute for Study Abroad

University of Edinburgh

University of Melbourne

University of New South Wales

University of Oslo

University of Trento

Yonsei University: Underwood International College

Interested students from these colleges and universities should contact their study

abroad office for more information. The application deadline is March 15 for the

full academic year and September 15 for the spring semester only. Students will

be notified of admission after May 1 (full academic year)and October 15 (spring

semester only).

http://www.bfsu.edu.cn/publish/default_en.aspx
http://www.bnu.edu.cn/bnueng/index.html
http://www.cfau.edu.cn/cfauEN/index.html
http://colnuovo.unipv.it/index_en.html
http://www.unipv.eu/on-line/Home.html
http://oga.ewha.ac.kr/
http://www.sciencespo.fr/international/en/content/exchange-programme
http://fao.shisu.edu.cn/
http://www.tcd.ie/study/non-eu/study-abroad/from-trinity/
http://www.upf.edu/international/
http://www.studies.ku.dk/
http://www.dis.dk/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/global/exchanges
http://www.mobility.unimelb.edu.au/outgoing
http://www.international.unsw.edu.au/outbound-opportunities/student-exchange/
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/exchange/
http://international.unitn.it/incoming/programmes
http://uic.yonsei.ac.kr/


Requirements for admission

Applicants must have a minimum TOEFL score of at least 600 (250 computer

test; 100 internet-based test) or a minimum IELTS score of 7.0. TOEFL/IELTS

scores must reach Barnard by September 15, prior to the semester of

enrollment.

Should an applicant not meet these minimum requirements, her application will be

considered on a case-by-case basis.

Students must also have sufficient academic preparation for the courses they wish

to pursue at Barnard.

Students must have completed at least one year of higher education at their home

institution.

Application

Once they are nominated by their home schools, students should submit their

application materials, outlined below.

A completed application includes the following documents:

VISP Application Cover Sheet

A Curriculum Vitae;

An essay describing why you wish to spend the spring semester at Barnard

College (500 words or less);

https://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/VISP_2021-22_application_cover_sheet with updated email_0.pdf


A copy of the identification page of your passport;

An official TOEFL or IELTS Score Report (for non-native English speakers only);

An official university transcript;

A high school transcript (optional);

Two (2) letters of recommendation from university professors;

Once students are notified of admission, they will receive information on how to

request a DS-2019 to apply for a J-1 visa. Students will submit:

The DS-2019 Request Form (see link on the right)

Documentation of funding* .

*Please check with your home university coordinator for the total amount of

funds necessary to apply for your DS-2019.

Program dates for Spring 2019

Student arrival and housing check-in: January 15th

Student departure and housing check-out: May 17th

Costs for Spring 2022

Tuition



For more information, please contact your home institution coordinator or

email visp-students@barnard.edu.

Insurance

All VISP students are required to purchase medical insurance in accordance with

Barnard policy and visa regulations. This comprehensive insurance will be billed

automatically to each student. You will receive information on insurance as part of

your Acceptance Packet.

Room and Board

All VISP students are required to live on-campus and select a meal plan.

Accommodation:

Please visit Barnard's Residential Life & Housing website to see the current housing

options and rates.

Questions about room selection and living in the residence halls should be directed

to the Residential Life and Housing Office via phone 212-854-65561,

email: ;housing@barnard.edu, or Skype: BarnardResLife.

Board:

Please visit the Bursar's website to see the meal plan options.

http://visp-students@barnard.edu/
http://barnard.edu/reslife/policies/housing/room-rates
mailto:housing@barnard.edu
http://barnard.edu/bursar/tuition-and-fees


Submit meal plan contracts and direct all meal plan questions to the Bursar's Office

at bursar@barnard.edu.

Barnard has agreements with the Institut d'Etudes Politiques ("Sciences Po") in

France, The University of Edinburgh in Scotland, and University of New South

Wales ("UNSW") in Australia which allow international students to study at Barnard

for an entire academic year.

If you are a student currently enrolled in one of these institutions and are interested

in studying at Barnard for a full year, please contact the study abroad/away office at

your home institution.

Preparing for your semester at Barnard

Once you are accepted to VISP, you will receive an email from

the Office of International and Intercultural Student Programs

with information on the visa application process.

You will also receive your acceptance packet, which includes

required forms and information on:

housing

meal plans

medical forms and insurance

mailto:Bursar@barnard.edu
http://www.international.sciences-po.fr/en/exchange-programs
http://www.international.unsw.edu.au/outbound-opportunities/student-exchange/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/visiting-exchange/international-exchange
http://www.international.unsw.edu.au/outbound-opportunities/student-exchange/
http://www.international.unsw.edu.au/outbound-opportunities/student-exchange/


setting up your Barnard email account

what to bring

arrival information

and much more.

Please use this simplified "To Do List" below as a guide to help

you prepare for your semester at Barnard.

 December 1 - Payment due IN FULL

 December 3 - Submit required health information forms

 As soon as possible - Activate your myBarnard/email;

activate UNI; submit ID photo; complete online forms via

myBarnard

 As soon as possible - Submit your flight information online

 January 15Move-in to your residence hall

 January 15NSOP (New Student Orientation Program)

begins

Choosing courses for your VISP semester

You will not register for courses until you arrive on campus in

January. Courses which VISP students are eligible to take while at

Barnard include:

https://www.peertransfer.com/school/barnard
https://bchealth.barnard.edu/login_directory.aspx
http://barnard.edu/studentcomputing/setupsecurity/newstudent
https://goo.gl/forms/m6EwHwC9xYb6YFel2


 Courses designated BC, C, R, V, and W

 Courses numbered from 1000 through 4999

 VISP students are not eligible to take classes in Journalism,

Law, Engineering (except for "The Art of Engineering"), and

graduate-level courses (coded GR or coded 6000 0r higher)

 Students may not register for more than two Business

courses

Please note that you are welcome to search for courses but you

should plan to work closely with your academic advisor during

Orientation to put together an appropriate program. The

Columbia online catalog includes courses from Columbia,

Barnard, and even some graduate schools. Remember,

undergraduate students may not enroll in graduate school

courses.

Please review our Frequently Asked Questions for even more

helpful information as you prepare for your semester at Barnard.

VISP-Specific Resources

When they first arrive on campus, VISP students will participate in a special track of Barnard’s New Student

Orientation Program that will integrate them into campus life, introduce them to other new students at

Barnard and also address concerns and questions specific to VISP. The VISP Extended Orientation Program

follows Barnard’s general New Student Orientation Program, adding additional sessions throughout the

spring semester to help VISP students adjust to life at Barnard. These events include:

Welcome meeting specifically for VISP students

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/bulletin/uwb/
https://www.barnard.edu/frequently-asked-questions-4
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/orientation/html/bc/index.html
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/orientation/html/bc/index.html


Individual Advising Appointments with a faculty member or academic dean

Sessions on American Culture, Culture Shock, American Slang and Colloquial English

Sessions on Public Speaking, Writing Papers, Study Skills

Barnard Reach Out (BRO)— VISP students will be eligible to participate in a variety of community service

projects on the final day of NSOP. This is a great way to start becoming familiar with various neighborhoods

in New York City, to get to know other visiting students, and to meet other Barnard students and faculty/staff.

The program is modeled on Barnard’s well-known programs for first-year and transfer students during fall

Orientation.

Prior to coming to Barnard, VISP students will be matched with a Visiting International Student Ambassador

(VISA), a current Barnard student interested in introducing VISP students to the Barnard campus, to the

University, and to New York. Ambassadors will be matched for the entire semester, and are available to the

incoming students before the semester begins, to answer questions and give advice.

All VISP students will also be assigned a full-time faculty member to assist them in choosing and signing up

for courses when they arrive.

All VISP students are eligible to take an American Language Course through Columbia’s ALP. Placement will

be determined upon arrival; depending on TOEFL/IELTS scores, some students may be required to take a

course through ALP.

Throughout the semester, VISP students will have the option of participating in:

Monthly food and cultural festivals sponsored by VISP students from different countries, in

collaboration with various Barnard offices and student cultural groups

Sporting/Cultural Events on and off-campus

And much more!

General Campus Resources

VISP students have access to the same services and support as all Barnard students, including but not limited

to:

Academic Support Services: Academic support is available to all VISP students via the Academic Support

Services Center.

Computing and Email at Barnard

Honor Code

http://barnard.edu/node/5911
http://barnard.edu/node/5911
http://ce.columbia.edu/American-Language-Program
http://barnard.edu/dos/academic-support
http://barnard.edu/computing/
http://barnard.edu/dos/honor-code


Disability Services

Primary Care Health Services

Counseling Services

Alcohol and Substance Awareness Program (ASAP)

The Wellness Spot

Student Life

New Student Orientation Program

The I-20/DS-2019 document will enable you to secure your F-1 or J-1 visa for study at Barnard. The

Application for I-20/DS-2019 is a fillable form. Please see our detailed instructions on how to qualify for

an I-20/DS-2019.

A complete application must include:

Your I-20 Request Form

Copy of your passport photo page

Financial documentation

Sponsor's Affidavit of Support Form (if applicable)

F-1 Transfer Verification Form (if applicable)

You must email your completed applications as one file in PDF format to: IISP@barnard.edu.

Once your I-20 request has been approved, we will mail the I-20 to you via express mail. You will then need to

make an appointment with your nearest American embassy or consulate to apply for your F-1 student visa.

Once you've read the instructions carefully, you may discover that you need to submit the forms below in

addition to the I-20 request form posted above. The forms below are not fillable online, so you will need to

download them, fill them out, and submit them via email with your application.

F1 Transfer Certification: Please submit this form ONLY IF you attended another U.S. secondary school or U.S.

college/university within the last six months.

Dependent Information: Please submit this form ONLY IF you plan to bring a spouse and/or children with

you.

http://barnard.edu/disabilityservices
http://barnard.edu/primarycare
http://barnard.edu/counseling
http://barnard.edu/asap
http://barnard.edu/TheWellnessSpot
http://barnard.edu/studentlife
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/orientation/html/bc/index.html
https://www.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/i_20_dynamic_form.pdf
http://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/i-20_request_form_instructions.pdf
http://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/i_20_dynamic_form.pdf
http://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/affidavit_of_support_f-1.pdf
http://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/f1-transfer-form.pdf
mailto:oiis@barnard.ed?subject=I-20/DS-2019 Request
https://www.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/10-transfer.pdf
https://www.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/acc_pak_form_dependent_1.pdf


Sponsor’s Affidavit of Free Room and Board in the New York City Metropolitan Area: Please submit this form

ONLY IF you will be sponsored for free room and board.

Sponsor’s Affidavit of Support Form: Please submit this form ONLY IF you have a sponsor (parent or relative)

supporting you financially. Each sponsor must complete a separate Affidavit of Support Form.

Questions about these forms may be directed to Office of International & Intercultural Student Programs via

email at iisp@barnard.edu or by phone at 212-854-1777. Remember, your application should be submitted

as one file in PDF format

https://www.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/acc_pak_form_room_board_1.pdf
http://barnard.edu/sites/default/files/affidavit_of_support_f-1.pdf
mailto:oiis@barnard.edu?subject=I-20 Request Form Application
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